Ask Big Tuna, The Renovating Realtor

By Julien Laurion
The Big Tuna of Real Estate

Hi Alice,

this is a common
area of confusion
which is why it
is best to use a Realtor when purchasing a home. A
conditional clause means that the seller of the home
accepts that the offer to purchase the home is dependent on a future event. The condition can be in the
favour of the buyer or the seller. The party in whose
favour the condition is stated has the option to back
out of the deal if the condition is not met. Conditional clauses are typically used to cover things like
financing and other key factors that can affect purchasing the home.
For example, a conditional clause would read like
this: ”THIS OFFER IS CONDITIONAL upon the
Buyer arranging, at the Buyers own expense, satisfac-

Hi Julien, I chatted with you brieﬂy at the street sale
in June and I thought I would ask you a question.
There was a news piece on television recently
that discussed conditional clauses and general
clauses when buying a home. I am still renting
and thinking about taking the jump, I am confused.
Can you clear this up for me? Sincerely, Alice
tory financing and home insurance. Unless the Buyer
gives notice in writing delivered to the Seller personally or in accordance with any other provisions for
the delivery of notice in this Agreement of Purchase
and Sale or any Schedule thereto not later than 6 p.m.
on the 5th business day following acceptance of this
agreement… that this condition is fulfilled, this Offer
shall be null and void and the deposit shall be returned
to the Buyer in full without deduction or delay…”
In this example, this condition allows the buyer
five business days to find satisfactory home financing
and insurance. Should they not be able to do so, both
parties have the option to walk away.
There are many other examples of conditional
clauses – on the sale of the purchaser’s home, on the
inspection of the home etc.

Sometimes the purchaser requests that the purchase
of the house is conditional on the seller doing something or fixing something. In those types of circumstances, if the seller does not follow through and do
what was promised, it can allow the purchaser to walk
away from the deal or to request a reduction in price.
The purpose of conditional clauses is to allow the
parties to make a deal dependent on a future event
that is not known to them at the time of purchase
and sale. These types of clauses can protect both the
buyer and seller. There are many nuances in the area
of conditional clauses and the consequences of either
party failing to meet the condition.
When a purchaser wants to make an offer of purchase with conditional clauses, it is wise to use a Realtor like me, and in some situations, additional assis-

tance from a real estate lawyer may also be required.
If you want to chat more, do not hesitate to reach out.

Who is Big Tuna,
The Renovating Realtor?

Julien Laurion AKA Big Tuna, is a local Real
Estate Sale Representative with RE/MAX Hallmark
York Group Realty in Aurora. I am a real estate agent
who has expertise in both Real Estate and
Renovations and have been involved in this
community for over 20 years. If you have a question
for my monthly article or if you are considering
buying, selling or leasing a home please feel free
to call or email me directly at (416) 402-5530
or julien@bigtuna.ca or by alternatively
visiting my website www.bigtuna.ca
or Facebook page @bigtunarealty

Things to consider before warming up next to your ﬁrst ﬁre this winter

A warm ﬁre can make even the coldest winter day more
enjoyable. Fireplaces may not get much use in spring or
summer, but come late fall and throughout the winter, the
ﬁreplace can be a great place for families to gather.
Before ﬁreplace season hits full swing, homeowners
might want to brush up on a few ﬁreplace facts so they can
safely enjoy nights spent sitting by the crackling ﬂames.
The Chimney Safety Institute of America advises
homeowners with ﬁreplaces to hire a CSIA-certiﬁed
chimney sweep to clean their ﬁreplaces. After a lengthly
period of non-use, various issues could be affecting the
chimney, many of which might not be noticeable to an
untrained eye. Professional, certiﬁed chimney sweeps
have extensive knowledge of ﬁreplaces, making them
valuable resources who can let homeowners know if any
safety issues developed since ﬁreplaces were last used.

The National Protection Agency recommends that chimneys be swept at least once per year.
A full inspection of the chimney might be in order as
well. Chimney service technicians will conduct thorough
examinations of readily accessible portions of the chimney exterior and interior and accessible portions of the appliance and the chimney connection. The CSIA recommends that homeowners who plan to use their chimneys
as they have in the past request a Level 1 inspection,
which will examine the soundness of the chimney structure and ﬂue as well as the basic appliance installation
and connections. Technicians also will verify if the chimney is free of obstruction and combustible deposits.
Homeowners also should inspect their chimney
dampers before lighting their ﬁrst ﬁres of the season.
Dampers should open and close smoothly. If not, a ser-

vice technician can help ﬁx or replace the damper.
Firewood is another thing homeowners must consider
before lighting their ﬁrst ﬁres of the season. The CSIA
says that well-seasoned ﬁrewood works best, noting that
wood that is not well-seasoned will produce more smoke
than heat. In addition, the home improvement resource
This Old House recommends using dense wood that’s
been split and stored in a high and dry place for at least
six months. Oak is an example of dense wood that, when
stored properly, can make for an enjoyable ﬁreplace experience. Avoid softwoods like pine. Pine can produce a
lot of creosote, which is a byproduct of wood combustion. Creosote is highly ﬂammable, and as it builds up in a
chimney, the risk for a chimney ﬁre increases. Choosing
the right wood, making sure it’s well-seasoned and having a chimney professionally cleaned can reduce the risk

of a creosote-related chimney ﬁre. A Level 1 inspection
should determine if there are potentially dangerous levels
of creosote deposits in the chimney.
Before nestling up to a ﬁreplace this winter, homeowners should consider a host of factors and safety measures to ensure their ﬁreplaces are safe and ready for
the season ahead.
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